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Letter from Rwanda 
 

Rev Winnie Muvunyi 

Alpha Nursery 

 

Dear Supporters & Friends of Alpha, 

 

In this year 2008, we continue to witness the development 

and growth of Alpha Primary School which will be part of 

Alpha Community Academy complex.  We again want to 

thank you all for the wonderful support you continue to give.  

It was wonderful and very encouraging to host the St. Johns 

Evangelical Church Youth Team which was headed by 

Pastor Glen, Lorna, Douglas and Crawford!  The team was 

wonderful - they soiled and muddied their hands on our 

construction sites here at Alpha.  They made many friends 

here and people here are still asking them to come back.  I 

would like to thank, on behalf of Alpha staff and parents, the 

parents and families of these young boys and girls for 

allowing them to venture into this memorable trip to 

Rwanda.   

A Morning at Alpha Community Academy: 

Observat ions from a Visit ing Teacher  

On a recent visit to Rwanda I was very privileged to stay with Hazel 

Bech and a team at the On Eagles Wings Ministry Centre adjacent to 

the Alpha campus. I am a teacher in Wales so I was keen to spend 

some time at the school.  

The teacher of the new Primary One class was away the morning I 

went so I actually taught the class for the whole morning! It was simply 

amazing to see the children, who were aged between 5 and 8, 

responding to my telling them a simple story in English. Following the 

story I asked the children to write some key sentences about it. We 

started by writing a sentence together but I then found they could write 

some simple sentences by themselves. Later the children read their 

stories out to the class and any visitors who arrived!  We also drew 

pictures and made models. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After the break-time when the children drank porridge (or that is what 

they told me it was!) and ate some chips made from sweet potatoes we 

used the Lego from our models in a numeracy lesson. The pupils really 

enjoyed taking turns to record their answers on the board. Then Hazel 

arrived with her video camera and all of the children wanted to be in 

the movie! Every pupil offered to read out their story and show their 

pictures. 

This is a really worthwhile project to support. While I was there work on  

Continued on page 3 

 

 

 

Continued on page 2 

 

 



Alpha News is produced by On Eagles Wings, Scottish Charity No: SC037533                                                            Page 2 

  We were also very blessed to have Hazel, Marilyn, Ann, 

Annette, Ruth and Susan.  They have a ministry among 

women and the deaf and dumb people here. May God 

continue to bless them. 

Next year, January 2009, we are expecting new enrolment 

in our Primary School and those in P.1 will join P.2!  An 

enormous work is now underway to try and obtain more 

classrooms for them.  The arrow indicates the building we 

are working on for this first phase. We need more prayers 

and resources as time is running so fast. 

 

Dear Mums at Low Port Primary and all hard working men 

and women who support us through Coffee Morning events, 

I love and miss you so much. Thank you again for your 

support. 

Louis, Iggie, David and Barny all send greetings to you.   

God bless you all. 

 

Rev Winnie Agaba Muvunyi 

Alpha Community Academy Coordinator 

 

 

St John’s Youth Team in 

Rwanda 

Summer 08 was an exciting time for our team of 11 from St John’s 

as we boarded a plane and headed into the sunshine of Rwanda. 

We were anxious and apprehensive as to what would be before 

us, but looking back I wonder why. Winnie and Louis had prepared 

a fantastic place for us to stay, a lovely lady, Grace to look after us 

and also Maria who delivered good food to our table each day. 

 

 The lads got their hands dirty working alongside the builders 

preparing the new classrooms and the girls enjoyed working with 

the children in the nursery. The building work was tiring in the 

strong heat but the lads were enthusiastic and happy to be making 

an impact and serving the people of Rwanda. At the end of the trip 

there was a football game between the Rwandan builders and the 

Scottish lads and I am pleased to say the score was Rwanda 2 – 

Scotland 6. The lads thought our job in the nursery was easy and 

to be very honest it was. The nursery is well managed, the 

teachers very prepared and the children work hard on their 

lessons. It was a joy to be involved and see the little ones singing 

and happy. We took many resources, toys and equipment with us 

(donated by people from Linlithgow) and these were gratefully 

received and will be well used.    

God was in control of this visit and at all times we felt the peace 

and security that comes from the knowledge of being surrounded 

in prayer. The ongoing work in the Alpha Nursery is a vision that is 

being blessed by God and we will continue to support and pray for 

Winnie and her staff. 

Lorna McIntosh, Youth Leader 
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R E F L E C T I O N S  O N  T E A C H I N G  A T  

A L P H A  C O M P A R E D  W I T H  T E A C H I N G  I N  

A  C O M P R E H E N S I V E  S C H O O L  I N  

W A L E S !  

. 

In Rwanda the children were really keen, many 

arriving early and nearly all were smiling. At home 

although some come early, many drift in later and not 

always full of enthusiasm to be there. The children 

seemed more awake ï could it be the absence of late 

night T.V. and computer games! 

 

Although the class were younger than my normal 

classes they not only spoke in their own language but 

also tried to respond to my teaching in English and 

were given some French homework! They diligently 

wrote their homework down without any moaning, not 

always my experience at home or is that just teenage 

hormones at work! 

 

All the children (and the teacher) took their shoes off 

before coming into class. Perhaps some of my pupils 

would like that; they are always trying to take their 

shoes off to put trainers on! 

 

However, my class at home do not click their fingers 

at me to gain my attention or call out óteacher, 

teacherô. The Alpha class soon learnt though that they 

would not get my attention that way! 

 

I think the pupils were surprised by some of my 

teaching styles, for example, when I moved all the 

chairs around and then when I sat with them and 

moved around so much. My class at home knows that 

I never sit behind a teacherôs desk. They expect me to 

pull up a chair alongside them when explaining a 

point.  

 

Finally, although I have good relationships with some 

of my pupils in Wales they certainly donôt rush up to 

hug me! 

 

Ann 
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the new building was progressing so that the pupils can complete 

their next years of schooling. 

The pupils at the school I teach at in Wales are keen to support 

this project. I hope you will also consider helping with the building 

fund or sponsoring a place at this school. Education is highly 

valued in Rwanda and you can be a partner in this. 

It was a wonderful experience for me and one I will never forget.  

“Teacher Ann” 

 

THE VISION of Alpha Community Academy 
is to invest love and care in the early stages 
of Rwandan childrenõs development in a 

society that has experienced so much pain 
and suffering. 

This will not only benefit the children and 
their parents or carers, but also the future of 

the nation of Rwanda 
 

PRIMARY SCHOOL SCHOLARSHIP FUND 

For orphans and children living in poverty 
 

On Eagles Wings (Scottish Charity No: SCO37533) has 

set up a special scholarship fund to receive donations 

towards the annual fees for children without parents or 

whose parents cannot afford school fees. 

Donations can be sent to: 

On Eagles Wings 

PO Box 12581, 

Bo’ness EH51 0WT 
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Contact: Hazel Bech 

 
On Eagles Wings, P O Box 12581, Boôness EH51 0WT 

+44 (0)1506 505001 

hazelbech@oewcompassion.com      www.oewcompassion.com 

T O  MA KE  A  D ONA T I ON  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please complete as appropriate: 
 
Forename................................................................... Surname..................................................................... 
 
Address  ...................................................................................................................................................................... 

..................................................................................................................................................................................... 

 
Postcode ..................................Tel ...................................Email................................................................................ 

 
I’d like to make a donation to On Eagles Wings (please tick as appropriate): 
 

□  For the Alpha Primary School Building Fund 

□ For the Alpha Primary School Scholarship Fund 

□  For the Alpha Nursery School  

 
 

Please make cheques payable to: On Eagles Wings and send to: Treasurer, PO Box 12581, Boôness EH51 0WT 
 

Boost your contribution by 28% for free through Gift Aid 
 
We can reclaim tax on your donation provided the amount does not exceed the amount of income or 
capital gains tax you pay in the tax year. This means an extra 28p for each pound you donate! 
 

Ǐ I am a UK tax payer and I want On Eagles Wings to treat this and any future donations (until I notify you 

otherwise)  as Gift Aid donations. Please tick the box if applicable. 
 
 
Signature ........................................................................................                   Date ....................................... 
 
 
 

mailto:hazelbech@oewcompassion.com
http://www.oewcompassion.com/

